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“America: You drive for four hours. You are still in
the same part of the country.

UK: You drive for two hours. The local accent has
changed twice. Bread rolls have a new name”

— Stefan (@Zin5ki) on Twitter
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British English dialectology

* Long history of dialectological research in the UK

“geographical differentiation of local accents is densest in
those places which have long been settled by English-
speaking populations”
(Wells 1982:10)

o Early examples:

L THE
BARLY ENGLISH PRONUNCIATION, ENGLISH DIALECT
— GRAMMAR

HENRY FROWDE

Alexander Ellis (1889) Joseph Wright (1905) Harold Orton (1962)
The Existing Phonology The English Dialect Survey of English
of English Dialects Grammar Dialects



British English dialectology

Survey of English Dialects (Orton 1962)

SNACK L56a

. éy} AN ]
* Project led by Harold Orton . 5/@
at the University of Leeds

BAGGING

EME bagge

cf ON baggi + -ING
1750

BITING ON

CRIB

OE crib(h)
11641
CRUST

OF crouste
al330
ELEVENSES
OE endleofon
1849

LUNCH
o ME lump
1829

NAMMET
corr OE nonmete
1847

TEN O’CLOCK

OE tien + MDu clocke
or ONF cloke, cloque
11838

SCOTLAND

 Data collection between 1950
and 1961

WW

25 Miles

50 Kms

N
\
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InL The guestion reguired an answer meaning

Stanley Ellis interviewing an informant near Ilkley



British English dialectology

Survey of English Dialects (Orton 1962) ;.-

* Project led by Harold Orton
at the University of Leeds

 Data collection between 1950
and 1961

e It wasn't always plain sailing!

(‘\'\(;Q:"(t‘x v.ui'ﬁ :
Stanley Ellis interviewing an informant near Ilkley
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THE TIMES WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 17 1969

The Times,
September 17th 1969

drum for
Brandt

From CHARLES
HARGROVE

berg assembly rooms was full
® werﬂwnng Jast night. Soatsd

conservative appearance.
But they were Seasoned with
Sﬂ‘oﬂz spriniling of young

people, who also

ice Bk and he sdes of the

ball, ang draped

emselves.
about the Slzge here the star of
the evening was readily identifi-

ly ident
bl by his improbable Bis- | da
impre is-

‘marck-fike
"Thie spectacle of a polma.ﬂy
‘Sommitted writer is rare
in west Germany to explain the
oo i

gene
‘more umﬁ:d amogbere of

sh
nent dialogue between the
and Lis representativein the
ey

Gift for irony
and repartee

Shese gifs e rare enough
In'the morma of profes-
sional politicans in west Gerar

izt 2

o party,
which is not asured by
the gits o oy D [the

inance Minister] and Herr
Jucger [the _vice-president of
the Bundestag].”

Suffering from
complexes
‘The SP.D. long suffered from
an_inferiori persecution
complex. Tt was bad at seling
il Butnow for the st ime
in the Feder
Republic, s Tesponsbis o
eign affairs and the economy,
from i i

7t | forceful,

managing  director
controller of BBC.1.
= | Mr. Pescock's

Israel foots bill for Arab homes

From JEROME CAMINADA |
Jerusalem, Sept. 16
A s of Juael pinisers.
officials an
and lhaﬂdl'ul n( Anbs ﬁood m
Vadi Joz near the Mount of
Olives in east Jernsal
morning to mark the laying of a
sorersione of ¢ Bousing project
for Arabs.
plannied and ﬂmnced the pmm
Isracl flags were fiying, lnd lwm
Mm Scopus,

nearly 20 years.
The conjunction of the two
Arab and by

y an occasion forreoiing that
Jerusalem is becoming ons
i s ot vuiuymchmm

Adynzrnlcmelyonme side,

oureefl, sometimes

persuasive, intent always on
mngrszl‘:ly o tho ol side.
2 comparatively stagnant society,
meﬁdm yet mlbam, lnd

seldom properly interesied

o resmt—vnmhﬁlltui?oﬁt(e E
many otlier parts of the wor

S | eskdes Iotaclshe et pae
seea—but that it shold come 1o

- | Terusatem 1

owish quacter in the old
ike the o
which the Israelis took in 1967
t Jerusalem, because of its
religious associati Terael's 1o
determination that the whol
city shall be the couatry's capi-

Julutbngllnngllme!hn O years ago to pray on Rosh Ha-Shana, the Jewish
iew Year, for the first time 1 20 years

hl.umwdu:f:;,mu

Hom 16 Some park oF s acs.
salem.

lay doctors,  accountant
200 Sl W ool g

they had been incorporat
s The Arabs have neither to accept
rvices Tor reject, for formalit

rmality is done.
In the same way, regisiered Ara
oru

actions of the 200000 Jews of
west Jerusalem have the

od govemment of the

‘behind them. Al but two minis-
tries bave over the years moved
from Tel Aviv 1o west e

fem, pol
headquarters have niow not only

‘mem- mﬂlﬂy Taoved, but ase in s

Instead of nnmung
meat the o simply served

of glorious white-pink

enjoined Jenm{anmmm what was the
quarter,

'l'hsﬁbn:tmbad.l:mm—
triguing concession by

s Israclis today, not only to the

€ye but also, surprisingly, to the
British mandate which ended in
1948, Under the mandate, it was

b sbligatory in Jerusalem to build

only with this stone. and the law

tone, con-
rasting wih berlks siratures
what was the divid

Tag bowter.

Four bundred lms&u e
already living there.
nd it was Dmlpx
only by Jordanian Army en-

the  trenchments, or as part of no-

man'sdand.  The Israeis
expropriated it, and the Arab
owners have refused payment
most sensitive point of
Israel action and Arab reaction
i3 however, in the old city. The
szaclis believe that some 25.000
people ace squeczed into a good
half a'square mile
mm and they would like (o
thin out the numbers; but the;
are moving cantiously.

1t is enough for now that they
should have cleared away habita-
tions on two sides of the Wailing
Wall: that they should be restor-
ing some of the ruins of the for-
mer Jewish_quarter, and estab-
lished the official residence of the

uty Prime Minister there:

2nd finally that they should be
archaeologically exploring over
1o less than four acres immedic
ately south of the Wailing Wall
and the comner along the
south wall of the Muslim Haram
-

Al Aqsa mosque backs on to
the upper part of this last wall
To the Jews, this was all oncs
partof the Temple area and they

T are hungry to uncover their own
gh Past. “They have had 400 volun-

teers working on the site in sum-
mer and they bave reached a
Herodian pavement at nearly [ ¢
30ft In two years more they

‘% hope to know all that tho site can
t tell them.

The fire ar Al Agsa mosque

= |Sympathy for Peacock

Call for tight grip

By DAVID DAVIS

cor
the company's chairman, Mr.

;| Atan Cramtey. Lora Campbell
f Eskan, chairman of the New t

Staserman, M. Duncan McNab,
chief excoutive officer of the
tive Society, and

Swaythling, ir
22| plaa of action, o LIk e o B

But to their fellow dirctors on
London Weskend  board
et

| At the of this intrigui
affsiris the fture of Mr. Michae]
t Peacock, London Waekﬂ»d'

One of

But » fascinating twist o the
T, sige which began to
emerge last night was the future
ole n the co godned g v

ey, There was a growing
et vt Pesersl e
being made the scapegoat for
the company’s troubl

re were signs of sym-

pathy at board room level for
Mr. Peacocis lonely polion
One r was

irector quest
sk night whehr Mo Pescrk

should be made o shoalder the time

‘whole of the responsibility.

¥ e o its opposi- | | Oficially Mr. Peacock. who is
tion role; and with Dr, Schaler, this month, is
the er__for _ Economic | conjunction " with the commi
Affairs, a Hm randt, the | te¢, 3s is his deputy, Dr. Tom
Foreign Minister, had showa that | Margerison; but so' far; it i
it vas capable of providing the [ understood, ncither has_been
sidelines of G licy for | called to put any views before it.
the 19705, JThe comittee's ks ae being
Herr Grass made he | held secretly and outwardly an
was_never emamoured of the has

15, or of deve-
lopment aid. He could, m
1o longer support a.
with the S.PD as |h= Junior
partoer of .U.

Herr Bnndts policy of peace
was_the Josia. aner.

of
by the CD.U. Dr. Heinemann,
the Fedenl Presxdenl. on Sep:
tember 1 for recon-
lzh.auanwlthl’qlmd “We can-
t leave him isolated, with the
iy exercising the _real

Beml
Parliamentary _Opposition be-
haying like animals.

Tn spite of bis bard hiting,
He rass was 3

pub]

ominous au' of Xm des-
cended on London Weckend's

" | Sfces i O1d Busimston Steeet
W. To the casual visi

om a group of key staff
have threatened to walk out if
is foreed by

bwdmm-pd
Unrest at the way the com-

Bond g a7 b oo :dndnmxzhlhﬁhathhskmd E
of

among’ o
lmrd fora mooth or s o
expressed

.bom e Bosnct s
main area of mnm‘m has
gentred on the noreased spend-

t chaiman of Britidy

=on LWT finance

of GEC. and Lo Stokes,
Motor Comporatian. 24
There. s 1o be more
than snpport for the
‘minority feeling h mw ran
expend d:mre wmwl. b
to'take Fall e for the cocn
pany'’s 5Ioamy financial picture.
At present the board seems
o' it view tara chlnxe at the
top is urgently needs
i wes the st of afsics
vhen M, ; Peasock was asked to
Tesign a fortmight or so ago, He
hlunuy E the impass
me on “;mz;,f s week
or a day read specu.
Iation that be wes on the point
of resiging,
xﬁv;‘mdn:umsw%:m in-
revolt emerged
oot of

London weekend work-
=rs A! ﬂ\u W:mbley offices held

h

meat, and Miss Doreen Stevens,
hief of children's, religious, and

adult educational

They threatens

Bea T gmation if M.

Peacock: wen

Dpu:n unsolicited
round of Sapport for " Mr, P

mmm Sept. 16

years. nd an outlay

of H45000, 3 maior nglish dia-

lot survey being  conductod
e 3

of

oicd
ther £10,000 can be found from
olll;skxd: sources to complete the
iversity, which has pro-

vided o ok of ‘money, can
%) longer help. Although Emeri-
Profesor Hiarols O Orton, co-
Tounder of the survey, may try
publish part of the atas there
ey dxnm of a foreign publisher

roducing a it adas when 7 e
T2 basic bonks of
been pubuma by 177[ Aheady

the s0 far
pubhshnd Bave besn bought by

over the survey are likely 1o be
mma Songly It Stinge.are
, Mr. Stewart Sander-

ot dncar.of e Tt o
Disiect and Folk Life Studies at

il Sande md fed
in Birmingham for
Today's pubhcation of s sestion

of the survey dealing with the
Midlandy and East Aélia, which
covers 24 counties.
Mr. Sanderson said tentatve
m:

approaches had ade by
A intrests 1 Protessy
Quon. T s T -«‘mm; these

people much more, say, than
treaties or batles.

g l.n a mw:hv: performed
=z in the face
e Siuion of dhalects by the
mass cor

communication

Tn this comtext Mr. S:mﬂennn
said he vas hoping 1o approsch
the Independent Television
Au!hon!y for financial assist-

Sice._the main _fieldwork
started in 1950 volumes cover-
ing porthern and southern Eng-
land have been published. Most
of the tape recordings of un-

BBCs
record hhury

- soripted speech are now in G
‘perma

concerned with
cursl diict, 36 375 selected
villages and their inhabitants
have been investigated. Most of
the e mb:tr;. ;d were
men, usually retired and agricul.
tural workezs in soventi
or eighties. It was considered

Dialect survey needs cash

FROM OUR MIDLANDS CORRESPONDENT

that men speak the vernacular
more frequently and genzinely
than women.

Field workers found they 1aa
to dress in old clothes to gai
the_confidence of eiderly il

5. Otherwiso they found
addresed

m the city
wives suid n'h:y had ried for 25
Jears or more to refine their bus-
Yands
10 the survey of the Midlands

RICHARD WIGG

Response to
repression

Buenos Aires, Sept. 16
When asked last week, the
nited  States

Ur ior 10
Brazil, Mr. Burke Elbrick,
refs the e label
* communist " on his kidnappers.
With the distinction of mind
which characterized his_whole
pesformance he painted ins|

=) ican_career
diplomas listening and arguing
judiciously with his young and

o xeflet this chisgin: E::;
States aid 10 B
ol i) ot Thne

by more tten half this

Kidnapping of the United

<
H

i States envoy is an immense blow

a bunch of aw * nrban
" So, alf what
strikes the foreigner it how o
pletely ordinary B; 0

Cave to rwnd.lm eliteal vio-

o Bl and e
United smes. and told bim a
other form of poltical actvity
than viience. in heir coumiry
s doomed to failur
ecrudewenceof
violonce i South Amerca
some communist plan of contin.
ental proportions? What is the

regimes especially
@8 its target o7 is it rather that
subversion grows the more gov-
ernments resort to repression of
dissent ?

A philosophy of security to

combat subversion has b
vslop!d by South Americe’s sug

ading  countries these  last

-

In, Bruzl where the ety
w been e

‘penalty has
for (hm heid guilty by nu'mary i
evo.

courts of subversion or *
Iuhunny arface™ the ani.

communist secuciy philosophy

worked cut

ol e e i!s

ot 10 permit a

full scale wi.r -mang the South Bra:

American erties the
e Shit. Which ook
place for the Brazilian atmy over

e Tast 20 years from 3 conven-

cans would fight  Brazil's
cnnoml et el
razils north east with its

proxlmlly to African
approaches to Europe guaran-
tees snm'x srategic nterest for
the United s but Brazil's

vast interior strt!du»g all the
way to the Amaz

with the poverty and 5encml
human _backwardness

the west' of what is | en by the United States
now the AS most still | military—and laterly. terrai
said “vammer” instead of [ for rural and urban guersiian
farmer and the retrofiex rolling Brazil’s mnv and_air force
e voud o b oo | e underone oy
its way to Belfast, where much | fo-jog ey ity

of the dialect ori

west Midlands.

_Among words that had sur
s

ved from old English

mommet *  f

hich was the villain of e
icval mummers’ plays.

arca was found o e 33 dif.
fe mses for calling
pigs. 16 for co 12 for
poutry. The area with o probakly
more variations

Sarwhers o was Blsteeas

s shire, particularly in the Forest
of Detne

The loss of all Shvillan control
ich has_been

roW. | in government which has

cross Brazil during the
Past two years was not what

Washinglon imagined in 1964, protest

and since last December's s
pension of constitutior

forws are bent
on yet. more repressi
American ambassadar is worth
IS leftistpolitial priswers it lhc

from
in Uruguay
lnd e g gk prac-
tices and traditions of snarchy
04 oposiion. politis™ in
reply o repressive rey
pactof the South American poli-
i uercillas are
s cxpesion of B
Dot of Tremion T whteh
this continent's repertoire i
‘probubly unri
The Argentine Government

No government b et provided
any proof of direc: coo

Armainas ety organs
have similar] strens

in resent years, bt sithough
arbitratiness at many levels has
cressed security, it hes mot

zilfan excosses. The reasons
for this are probably twofold:
there il exists a remarkable
resistarce from the courts (o

ing_ obsession with

rity Jn Brazil with
economigsmabiiy Argentina’s.
hat_both  regimes
have only administered pational
problems| which “are  funda-

omic.

Th: prétests of the )‘oun'- in

South Ancrica bave catuzally

been n|ll€‘| influenced by the
o

hlpyo e adaptation
lakes, place untl the. phenome-
icllo " (Latin

" for muve) The resul
complex o

5 i usual
wih oniy e label remaining

recognizal
"This s justwhat is bappening
with the presint wave of young
peaple’s violeice in South Ame-
which itary

Fovermments hiwaye. 1o, Tabel

antennac their
coevals nbrmdz Essentially the

pression of the
frustration of a new generation
wams{ (Ix. uuum itve and

regimes ru
[z rn»ddle-ﬂ!bd soldiers afrasd of
ition

. social change. A new generat
v be. s Knocking o on, the door rudely

secking to cor

;{THE TIMES DIARY

Terrell: Liberal hatchet man e Beating the breath test ® Liberian at UN

Rt b e sty e b e

™, sy inbi fpioin Sie oo

cox bamisters silky way, It i hardly  5ic Zubbickea big man for ohe

Eali S miving the desciotion of him Lkely o ialy L ond ‘volun-

G ind, f“f‘ ! it serious | havesprung to the minds of those eerd 1o lead Libeals on ther
raising sponsored walk o

fon:edxe!uve.ﬂmebﬂardnwiad ranged for est miontls. Dr. gore.

to Tesonsier s posion. who'arrived in. Brtain
ce was

many sectors of the television
ipdustey see the final decson a3
evitable—whe

fipped is his deputy, Dr.
som, but here growing feeling.
thathe would not be fully accept-

name mooted 10 take over from
M. Peacock, Mr. Wilson is a
liile known quantity but has an
st
rt of qualificat

possible job. "Ld(e a bozv.le of
pop about to how
‘Wilsori was once descrit

temperament would not make
n.%; longterm

London Weekend board b

making a

ing Risi

costs coupled. Wik e ey
telovision levy, bave affccied
London  Weekend’s profits

ed.
badly. They are expected to be
sharly reduced when they are
Mnlwunud

first

ing ye tror
mwe lox tighter control of
y's

onmw.ny Jost will
£Lim, buxl.mmm.lml- he

with ma
cumnrormsa dkol(*, and heu a
G“y

Paine, the company's sales direc. Brondt 3

oor, &' quiet and efficient execu.
tive who on diplomatic ¢ grounds
alone would fill the rof

preparations, .

ey hous of slogging

o im0 il o o 1 Bl ot

in the be sy, “Taim o
%o

BE Hiwd Ry yomiley o
cruited D

favourable audience

ratings. is

eace o show that tho network
sucoceded in_winning back

Jost viewers by smmmng tecon (7,

tents of it a

Tore popui apmt

S e o Deae

wa
<on matar cyclist from Mossow on
oard @ Harley-Dinidson 1n 1998
is just off to 1o taks somé

pain
Spanish nobleman on a walk. i
the mountains in aid of annmrbull

Miss Angle Brocks.

MISS ANGIE _BROOKS,
Liberian lawyer who yesterdhy W
came the second woman to
slected president of the United
Nations Geaeral i
kind of tough extrovert personalif
tat goss wellin W United

. attorney general,

The reason for her interest is

not difficult to find. Miss Brooks

was herself brought up as a foster
child, and worked her vy through
school and_sey lleges,
fore hmmmg s s
 United Nations
et ad now General Assem:
bl president. As 2 hoolg]

he leared to type, and by

Liberi she
e ag: of 12 when she Fad aio por.

amed. s . she was com-
ot parttime work

study-

ingn UE smn ety
1 tookjobs 362 cleaner and a nurse's

!:s-

MissBrooks,who's di

1962, she adopted three

Crystal clear
e voe;‘:“mm..ﬁfﬁ“:’? ﬂ:e
Eumnym et Tounched yes.
terday

and telli
cich ‘othes thogs ;.hn ‘one's Best ﬁ,‘

Friend doesn't ot
two stone actor Rol
e ‘mivea

iy stoked up on stx s
au:mﬂy sioked up oa Sy doutio

T OF e meutalier
o S = glncose, carbos

20d artificial colouriog ).
ey staved tog for  cynical suest

2 block of choco-
iy n
e Offce savs mat
1t aze oot awase o fany pi A xhe

Salo of the sweets, but i they se

e pisbioe breatl
T, they okt oo
matter s‘n: the Ministry s
. S
SR e v

MAURICE GAFFNEY, onc of tiie
Gonsersaive G. LG, menbers
ling—mone

o
:

pective Tory
oolich, West, which includes s
Home saburd 4 ‘of Eltham, particu-
larly does not agree with Fletcher's
cnnmm‘an that most G.LC, mem-

cisions, e reckons her e Ao

o 30me modest influence on them.

ey's fellow residents in
Ettham will mo doubt Be hoping he
can prove his point by deflecting
gne or more of the three motorways

M  the G.L.C. envisages siicing through
i,

the

Boyle-baiting

iy
ing for wm
Ami!gp 5 juest piece.

e nubbieg,
mﬁe—mﬂnyf%v-ex et
er.uumnmvn.
T o ot oo
H. J, Eysenck, R. R. Pedley. Raipn
Harmis, G. H. Bantock, Joha Spar-

fow. Professor Max Beloff.
Michael Swann,

caces

Gimpel Fil(m)s

! NEW usmx {rr the coflector with

on show at tre

n

D Gt ansar sis’n

Heiss violent collage

Rolifim. will also
One film

© of images.

i
show his head
!cr 2 minute. Sej. Pov:umlx Mcier

4 CHILD asked a Wes Indian of
the xmg,w,. Regiment on dﬁ
riers in the. r-;ud Ro:

stant. re
B that cnoneh s

PHS




“We consider it a history of
England and the real
English people much more,
say, than treaties or
battles”

“In a sense we have
performed a salvage
operation in the face of the
dilution of dialects by the
mass communication
media”

“The area was found to use
23 different summonses for
calling pigs, 16 for cows,
and 12 for poultry”

Dialect survey needs cash

FROM OUR MIDLANDS CORRESPONDENT

Birmingham, Sept. 16

After 23 years. and an outlay
of £45,000, a major English dia-
lect survey being conducted
from Leeds University is in dan-
ger of foundering throuch lack
of finance.

The ultimate object of a lin-
guistic athas of England is un-
likely to be realized unless a fur-
ther £10,000 can be found from
outside sources to coraplete the
work.

_The university, which has pro-
vided the bulk of the money, can
no longer help. Although Emeri-
tus Professor Harold Orton, co-
founder of the survey, may try
to publish part of the atlas there
is a danger of a foreign publisher
producing a full atlas when the
12 basic books of the survey have
been publisheed by 1971, Already
30 copies of the survey so far
published have been bought by
Japan.

Any attempt by American itni-
versities or foundations o take
over the survey are likely to be
resisted strongly if strings are
attached, Mr. Stewart Sander-
son, director of the Institute of
Dialect and Folk Life Studies at

» said.

Mr, Sanderson and field
workers were in Birmingham for
today’s publication of the section

of the survey dealing with the
Midlands and East Anglia, which
covers 24 counties.

Mr. Sanderson said tentative
approaches had been made by
American intercsts to Professor
Orton. “1 am resisting these
for the survey is important for
the history of the English people,

-In fact we consider it is a history

of England and the real English
people much more, say, than
treaties or battles.

“ In a sense we have performed
& salvage operation in the face
of the dilution of dialects by the
mass communication media.”

In this context Mr, Sanderson
said he was hoping to approach
the Independent Television
Authority for financial assist-
ance.

Since the main fieldwork
started in 1950 volumes cover-
ing northern and southern Eng-
land have been published. Most
of the tape recordings of un-
scripted speech are now in the
BBC’s permanent sound
record library,

The survey is concerned with
rural dialects, and 313 selected
villages and their inhabitants
have been investigated, Most of
the people interviewed were
men, usually retired and agricul.
tural workers in their seventies
or eighties. It was considefed

that men speak the vernacular

more frequently and genuinely
than women.

Field workers found they had
to dress in old clothes to gain
the confidence of elderly vil-
lagers. Otherwise they found
they were respectfully addressed
as “sir” or *“the gentleman
from the city”, Frequently
wives said they had tried for 235
yeéars or more to refine their hus-
bands’ speech.

In the survey of the Midlands
1t was found that Watling Street
formed an important dividing
line. To the west of what is
now the A5 most peopls still
said  “varmer™ instead of
farmer and the retroflex rolling
“r" of the west did not cross
the roud although it had found
its way to Belfast, where much
of the dialect originated in the
west Midlands.

Among words that had sur
vived from old English was
“mommet™ for scarecrow,
which was the villain of the
medieval mummers’ plays. The
area was found to use 23 dif-
ferent summonses for calling
pigs. 16 for cows, and 12 for
poultry. The area with probably
more variations in speech than
anywhere else was Gloucester-
shire, particularly in the Forest
of Dean.




British English dialectology

Survey of English Dialects (Orton 1962)

e Surveyed 313 localities across England

e Questionnaire containing over 1,300 questions + recorded
Interviews

- focus on agricultural terms, but also covers phonetic and
syntactic variables

* Targeted NORMs: Non-mobile Older Rural Males

Q (s 3)

Bill Cross (Dolphinholme, Lancashire) g
b. 1880

”
s :

et

Audio from:
https://sounds.bl.uk/Accents-and-dialects/Survey-of-English-dialects



British English dialectology

English Dialects App (Leemann et al. 2018)

Advances in smartphone technology have opened up
new/easy ways for large-scale data collection

Dialect quiz + >3500 recordings of ‘The boy who cried
wolf’ passage
Specific sociophonetic studies using this data:

- realisation of laterals (Kirkham et al. 2020)

- regional variation in General Northern English
(Strycharczuk et al. 2020)

- East Anglian English (Britain et al. 2020)
- dialects in the South East of England (Jansen et al. 2020)

- regional variation in the Face vowel (Leeman et al. 2019)

21:04

Result

The app guesses that your dialect is from:

1. Long Crendon
2. Sherborme
3. Shipston-on-Stour

Is that correct?

Click on the map!

nnnnnnnnn
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This talk

Two modern approaches

Dialects

The ‘Our Dialects’ 'Twittalectology’
project



Our Dialects

Mapping variation in English in the UK

* Collaboration with Laurel MacKenzie (New York University)
Danielle Turton (Lancaster University)



Our Dialects

Mapping variation in English in the UK

e Started out in 2013 as an
undergraduate assignment
set for students taking
Language Variation and
Change

* Printed dialect survey
distributed to at least 10
friends/family members

We are studying the ways in which the English language varies throughout the
United Kingdom and would like to learn about how you use particular words. Your
participation in this survey is voluntary and your responses will be kept anonymous.
Thank you for your participation!

Name: Sex: Ethnicity: Age:

What town(s)/village(s) were you raised in between the ages of 4 and 13?

What is the postcode for the area in which you lived for the longest time growing
up? Only the first half of the postcode is needed.

I. Please put an “X” next to all answers that apply. If there is one you've used much
more than the others, select only that one. If you select “other”, write in your answer.

1. What would you call the soft, round bread in picture (a)?

barm __ bap__ muffin__ cob__ roll __
batch _ bun__  teacake
other

2. What would you call the item of footwear in picture (b)?

plimsolls daps pumps
other

3. What would you call the item of clothing in picture (c)? ©

pants trousers other

4. What do you call the evening meal?
dinner supper tea other

5. How would you address a group of two or more people?

you you guys yous you lot other



https://www.ourdialects.uk
https://www.ourdialects.uk

Our Dialects

Mapping variation in English in the UK

e Started out in 2013 as an
undergraduate assignment
set for students taking
Language Variation and
Change

* Printed dialect survey
distributed to at least 10
friends/family members

« Creation of a public-facing
website:

www.ourdialects.uk

e Over 37,000 visitors since
2016

D Home About

Who rhymes the words
‘foot’ and ‘cut’?

Previous findings

Wells states that the foot-strut split is one of the biggest
characteristics setting northern and southern dialects
apart, with speakers from the North more likely to rhyme
these words compared with speakers from the South
who have picked up a split and now pronounce words
like strut and cut with a different vowel: /a/ instead of /u/
(1982: 351). Wells puts the boundary between foot-strut
rhymers and non-rhymers at an imaginary line running
from “the Severn estuary in the West to the Wash in the
East” (pg. 351), which puts towns such as Leicester,
Worcester, and Birmingham in the non-rhyming half of
the country.

Our findings

As previous research has attested, there is a distinct
split between the North and the South, with foot and cut
rhyming for 82% of Northern speakers, 48% of speakers
in the Midlands, and just 6% of Southern speakers.
Speakers from Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales
also tend not to rhyme the two words.

Contrary to Wells’ reports, however, we find a
considerable number of speakers north of the imaginary
line from the Severn to the Wash who report that the
words foot and cut do not rhyme. Of our 44 respondents
with a WR (Worcester) postcode, for instance, only 17%
report a rhyme. Birmingham is particularly
heterogeneous, with a 36%-64% rhyme-don’t rhyme split.
This finding, that the foot-strut split may have moved
further north, has received considerable media attention.

Lexical variation

Phonological variation ~ Syntactic variation Press Q

@ Light mode
O Dark mode

. ‘.:.“y o )
3 foot-cut (N: 8366)

& Wb B don't rhyme (48.05%)
rhyme (51.95%)

Pad -

Leaflet | © OpenStreetMap contributors @ CARTO
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Our Dialects

Data collection

e Data collection started in
2013 via questionnaire, now
online

e Over 14,000 respondents, all
raised in UK between ages
4-13

 Demographic information:
age, sex, occupation,
postcode

e Questions targeting lexical,
phonological, and
morphosyntactic variation

Lexical variables

bread roll

- bap, barm, batch,
breadcake, bun, cob,
muffin, roll, teacake

evening meal
- dinner, supper, tea

footwear
- daps, gutties,
plimsolls, pumps,
sandshoes

clothing

- breeRs, Recks/Regs,
pants, trousers

prank

- doorbell ditch, knock
down ginger, Rnock-
a-door run, cherry
RnocRing, nickRy
nicRy nine doors

furniture
- couch, settee, sofa

group of people
- you, you guys, you
lot, youn(s), yous(e)

gum
- gum, chewy, chuddy,
chuggy, speg, spidge

walkway between
buildings
- alley(way), cut, entry,
gennel, ginnel, gully,
Jitty, passage,
snicket, twitchel

frozen treat
- ice lolly, lolly ice



Our Dialects

Phonological variables

Data collection
o foot-cut * pour-poor
: : [A] ~ [u] - [va] ~[o]
e Data collection started In lass.f o
2013 via questionnaire, now class-Tarce eight-ate
. [a:] ~ [a] - [e1] ~ [el]
online
 singer-finger  mute-moot
e Over 14,000 respondents, all = [nl-Ing] ~ D]~ i
raised in UK between ages * one-gone * spa-spar
4-13 - [o]~[Al] - [a:] ~ [ad]
o . o fur-bear e thin-fin
 Demographic information: - [3:]~ [ea] - [61~If]
age, sex, occupation, . for-more . fool-full-fall
postcode - [~ [od] - [ul~ o] ~ [:]
. . : « book- k
e Questions targeting lexical, _°°[f,]$~p[33 4
phonological, and
morphosyntactic variation T
Do these Do these words

sound the same

?
words rhymes or different?



Our Dialects

Data collection

e Data collection started in
2013 via questionnaire, now
online

e Over 14,000 respondents, all
raised in UK between ages
4-13

 Demographic information:
age, sex, occupation,
postcode

e Questions targeting lexical,
phonological, and
morphosyntactic variation

Morphosyntactic variables

“Give it me" * “They was late for

. the party”
“I done 1t”

. ] *  “We was waiting for
“They’re just things you”
what we’ve used” .
* “I've not got it”
“You was outside

when she called” * “Look at them
animals”
“The beaches was
superb” *  “] was sat next to
him”
Options:

a) I'd say this myself
b) | wouldn’t use it, but people from my area would
c) I've heard some people use this expression

)

d) A speaker of English might say this, but | haven’t
really heard it

e) No native speaker of English would say this



Our Dialects

Geospatial analysis

 Responses geocoded by
postcode district (>2800
across England, Scotland
and Wales)

* ‘Hotspot analysis’ using
local spatial autocorrelation

- smooths over raw data to
highlight significant areas
of high and low variant
usage
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Our Dialects

Geospatial analysis

 Responses geocoded by
postcode district (>2800
across England, Scotland
and Wales)

e ‘Hotspot analysis’ using
local spatial autocorrelation

- smooths over raw data to
highlight significant areas
of high and low variant
usage




Our Dialects

Geospatial analysis k=0 P

 Responses geocoded by
postcode district (>2800
across England, Scotland
and Wales)

* ‘Hotspot analysis’ using
local spatial autocorrelation

- smooths over raw data to k=5 k=10
highlight significant areas
of high and low variant
usage

A
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- spatial weights matrix
based on reciprocal
distance between
neighbouring districts
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Results

1. UK-wide patterns
2. Greater Manchester
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Do the words foot and cut
rhyme for you?

FOOT-STRUT split ] - osenceoteni

 Phonemic split in 17thC -
different vowels in e.g.
foot [fut] cut [kat]

« Stark divide between the
North and South of England

Berwick-upon-Tweed

e But comparison to SED
Isogloss suggests

northwards spread of the (Derbyshire |
distinction since 1950s
[ShropshireJ [Nottinghamshire]
e Northern limit aligns
Close.ly with the Anglo- [Worcestershire] [Leicester]
Scottish border
e exception: Berwick- | Herefordshire | [ Northamptonshire |

upon-Tweed Is
linguistically aligned
with Scotland

[Warwickshire]




NORTH-FORCE merger

NORTH-FORCE merger -
homophony between pairs
such as for-four, war-wore

Distinction now prominent
only in Scotland and
Manchester

Further retrenchment of
distinction relative to 1950s
merger isogloss

Loss of this distinction in
the Black Country may be
quite recent: Clark (2008)
reports its presence among
older speakers

Do the words for and more
rhyme for you?

.: = more merged

Gi*

-10 -5 0 5 10

[ Berwick-upon-Tweed ]

[Greater Manchester]

[Black Country]




Do the words fur and bear
rhyme for you?

NURSE-SQUARE merger L

= more merged

* NURSE-SQUARE merger -
homophony between pairs

. : Gi*
such as fur-fair, her-hair I’
etc. 10 0 10

» Merseyside/Lancashire (Hartlepool|
largely stable compared to e
1950s merger isogloss, but " [Middlesbrough]
lost in Leicestershire ~ V. T
grglg’;e)zd as variable in Wells T ™ (EastRidng)

[Merseyside] e
» Merger on east coast Cé “{Hun]

wasn't present in SED, but
now well-established in
Hull and surrounding
areas (see also Williams &
Kerswill 1999; Llamas 2001)

[ I:\i\ﬁcolnshire ]




Do the words pour and poor
sound the same or different?

FORCE-CURE merger -

= more merged

 Merger by transfer:
members of the CURE set
move to the FORCE set

- e.g. poor [ua] = [2:] and
merges with pour

e Very much distinct in
Scotland and North East

England - also Carlisle (Cariie

- more evidence that
geographic diffusion
(and dialect contact)
doesn’t necessarily align
with county/regional
borders




Do the words pour and poor
sound the same or different?

FORCE-CURE merger -

= more merged

[Bradford ]

Interesting geographic
diffusion in Yorkshire

Large urban centres of Leeds
and Sheffield are merged

Barnsley]

Rotherham]

But rural localities in-
between more mixed:

| Sheffield |

Wakefield matches Leeds,
but Barnsley and Rotherham

more variable _

Cities showing the effects of
sound change first (Trudgill
1974; Britain 2002)

Future work: closer look at
dynamics of population
movement, transport routes,
commuting etc.




Results

1. UK-wide patterns
2. Greater Manchester



L.S. Lowry, ‘Going to Work’, 1943. Courtesy: Wikimedia Commons

Results

2. Greater Manchester
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Greater Manchester

e Greater Manchester is a
particularly interesting site for
studies of variation and change

e Large metropolitan area
(population 2.8 million)
consisting of ten boroughs,
Including the large urban city

" il f, ! i o}
i

centres of Manchester and B35 Alomle’; (@INE R
Salford bl olle 5

e But Greater Manchester is a
relatively recent ‘creation’ -
Local Government Act of 1972

- unification of areas that were
previously part of Lancashire,

A TOTAL POPULATION OF /A?PROX&MTELY

Cheshire and Yorkshire B 2.500,000 C_PEOFLE -




Greater Manchester
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Greater Manchester
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Greater Manchester

Research questions

« Has the creation of Greater Manchester in 1974 resulted in a
redefined speech community?

changing political borders

ideological change (Beal 2010) changes In contact patterns

\> linguistic change? ‘/

- see e.g. Llamas (2007) on the unification of Middlesbrough
and an increased sense of local identity




Greater Manchester

eight-ate merger

The eight-ate distinction is typically
associated with Lancashire

Here: notable ‘retreat’ from the Greater
Manchester region

blue = distinct




Greater Manchester

These ‘swing plots’ visualise between-
borough variability

Less deviation from the dotted line (central

EIGHT-ATE merger Manchester) -» more homogeneity within
the Greater Manchester area
old young
Wigan <>— <>—
Trafford - % <>

Tameside - <>_ <>_

Stockport 1 ‘ ’
S §

% Salford - = ®
S :
m Rochdale 1 ’
Oldham - Q—

Manchester <> <>
Bury 1 <>‘ <>
Bolton - <>— <>_

; ;4 3 ; ;

Getis-Ord Gi* z-score



Previously found in the likes of Oldham

Greater ManChESter and Rochdale, but now lost completely

from those parts since they became part of

‘tea cake’ for bread roll CIEEEED MEnEnEsTe]

old ' young

YA

red = more tea cake




Greater Manchester

‘tea cake’ for bread roll

Wigan -

Trafford 1

Tameside 4

Stockport A

Borough

Oldham A

Manchester

Bury -

Bolton 4

Salford A

Rochdale 4
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o o
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® o

2 4
Getis-Ord Gi* z-score

0




Greater Manchester

NURSE-SQUARE merger

Merger appears to be retreating from
parts of Greater Manchester and
Lancashire - more confined and tightly
clustered around Merseyside now

red = more merged




Greater Manchester

NURSE-SQUARE merger

old

young
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Greater Manchester

NORTH-FORCE merger

old

Stability with certain variables, particularly
those that were already widespread
throughout the wider area even before the
inception of Greater Manchester

' young

blue = distinct




Interim summary

Key findings that also represent areas for further study:

1. Identified potential changes in progress, which can contribute to
our understanding of the transmission and diffusion of changes
from above and below (Labov 1994, 2007)

- e.g. northward diffusion of a FOOT-STRUT split the Midlands
2. Nature of geographical diffusion across urban/rural areas
- e.g. diffusion of the FORCE-CURE merger in rural Yorkshire
3. Dialect regions crossing county and even national boundaries
- e.g. Berwick-upon-Tweed == %1, Flintshire & - ==
- but geographic proximity not enough: central Wales # West Midlands
4. The levelling of traditional features across Greater Manchester

- e.g. eight-ate distinction, NURSE-SQUARE merger



This talk

Two modern approaches

Dialects

The ‘Our Dialects’ 'Twittalectology’
project



British English dialectology

‘Twittalectology’

* Collaboration with Andrea Nini (University of Manchester)
Diansheng Guo (University of South Carolina)
Jack Grieve (University of Birmingham)



Language variation and change on Twitter

* Arange of topics have been addressed using Twitter as a source
of natural language data:

- tracing lexical innovations (Grieve, Nini & Guo 2017)
- morphosyntactic variation (Stevenson 2016; Willis 2020)
- stylistic variation in orthography (ilbury 2019)

- written form of sociophonetic variables (Eisenstein 2015; Tatman 2016)

 Issues of representativeness, but relatively easy to conduct large-
scale analysis (N typically in the millions)

« Tweets can be sent with ‘geotagging’ - specific latitude/longitude
coordinates of user location

-> 9 Ideal for studies of regional variation



Dialect writing

e Dialect writing: The representation of a ‘non-standard’ dialect
In written form, involving one or more of the following:

- dialectal

- dialectal

lexis

morphosyntactic structures

- dialectal ‘respellings’ to reflect phonological features

LANGCASHIRE

EFIGH UPNAY
STOP YER MITHERIN'

LAI\IKY
SEY UP COCK 3
;BARNPOT
T

EEH IT’S COWD -

ROUBLE AT’MILL

z
|
v
o
a
=
2
<
[

(Honeybone & Maguire 2020)

* Found across a range of texts, including poetry,
novels, cartoons, tourist souvenirs, and tweets

« Studies of dialect writing lend insights into
cultural salience of linguistic features, identity
construction, and dialect enregisterment (Agha 2007)



Dialect writing

Traditional example

there -» <theer>
holding - <howdin’>
rights - <reets>

our - <eawr>

and - <an’>

shouting - <sheawtin’>
the - <t'>

taste - <tast>

gave - <gav'>

your - <thi>

The weaver Joss Wrigley was a veteran of Peterloo.
Here, he tells a young boy what Peterloo was about:

‘Peterloo, lad! | know. | were{theer}ss a young
mon. e wera meefii’ T Manchester -
on Peter’s Field, — a meefin’ for eawr{reets)-
for reets o’ mon, for liberty to vote, an"speak,

an’ write, an’ be eawrsels — honest, hard-workin’

folk. We wanted to Iivnwn lives, an’ i’
upper classes wouldn’ Ief us. That’s abeawt
it, lad. We were howdin’ a meetin’, a peaceful
meefin’, @ hey sent t'dragoons among us fo
mow us deawn. T dirty devils — they sent 1’
dragoons slashin’ at us wi’ their swords. There

Were some on us‘Stnp! Stop! What are
yo' doin’ that for? We on’y want eawr reets.’ An’

they went on cuttin’ through us, an’ made us fiy

elter — aw because we were only howdin’
b 7 y’ liberty an’ {' reets o’ mon. Bnurnss
(E ums says as ‘Liberty’s a glorious feast. But th’

upper classes wouldn't let us poor folk get a ;

 us poiy nf a sword. Never forget, lad! Let it kK
I blood,/S nupan femfnrr‘_mm

J |
taotn
163101



Dialect writing

Modern example

ey up Angela, tha munt tek no notice o’ them soft southern
Jessies. If tha speaks wi’ flat vowels tha’s allus considered thick

RQ: To what extent do users project their own dialect in social media
posts, and do these dialectal features show the same regional profile in
writing as they do in speech?



Methods

Data collection

e Corpus of 183 million geocoded tweets collected using the
Twitter API

* 1.8 billion words produced by 2 million unique users
e Split into sub-corpora by postcode area
* 11 sociophonetic variables chosen

- possible to be reflected orthographically

- previously established regional distribution

e Automated search for non-standard spellings of most frequent
words in each variable category (Zipf > 5, based on SUBTLEX-UK
frequency counts)



¥
: non-standard

' spelling

1.1%

TtoR

e.g. get a [geta] ~ gerra [geus] <

il

e Replacement of word-final /t/ with [4] 0.08%

when followed by a vowel-initial word
0%
e Associated with Liverpool English (watson
2007) but also attested in Tyneside
English (watt & Milroy 1999)

e On Twitter: clearly favoured in the North
of England, particularly around Liverpool
and along the East coast

Example tweets:
- Sso much for revising ya liar gerrof twitter

- Some people walk so stupid that it
actually annoys me. Gerra grip ya idiots




non-standard

MOUTH as /[u:/

spelling
e.g. down [davn] ~ doon [du:n]  « 6.4%
e Retention of /u:/ in MOUTH 0.07%

characteristic of Tyneside English

(Hughes et al. 2012) and Scots (Johnston
1997)

0%

* Claimed to be particularly frequent in
lexical items relating to local identity,
e.g. toon and broon (Beal et al. 2012)

* On Twitter: highest rates found in
North East England, and Scotland

Example tweets:
- | miss you too and the doon toon bantaaa

- Was going to go for a nap but as always
cooncil are cutting the grass




non-standard
spelling

HAPPY laxing

e.g. city [s1tr] ~ citeh [srte] . 0.09%

0.02%
Word-final unstressed /i/ usually
either tense [i] or lax [1], but can be

super-lax [€] in Manchester English
(Ramsammy & Turton 2012)

D

On Twitter: no strong clustering, but
most frequent in the North West and
around Greater Manchester

Example tweets:

- Don’t care If it’s pre-season, I'd like to see
the red men smash Citeh tonight!

- oh yes so happeh to be eating chicken nugs




‘G-dropping’

e.g. eating [i:tin] ~ eatin(’) [i:tn]

Realisation of unstressed -ing
clusters with an alveolar or velar
nasal attested across the world’s
Englishes

Consistent social stratification but in
the UK claimed to be more of a
regional variable than a social
variable (Levon & Fox 2014)

[1n] more frequently used in the

North of England and in Scotland
(Houston 1985; Watts 2005)

On Twitter: parallel regional
distribution, with clear hotspots in
the North West of England and
Scotland /NI

non-standard
spelling

6%
1.3%

0.5%



‘G-dropping

..gg'

comin/comin’

Fthinkin/thinkin®

r7amazin/amazin'




non-standard
spelling

1.6%

TH-stopping

e.g. then [0en] ~ den [den] 2

0.3%

e Strong ties to Multicultural London ' [' 0.1%
English but more strongly associated 2 & ‘
with performance of ethnic rather \*

than regional identity (Drummond

2018)

e Dental fricatives can be realised as
stops instead, i.e. /6, 8/ - [t, d]

e On Twitter: most frequent in London 2y
&

but also areas of the Midlands *Q’
X
]

Example tweets: J ﬂfg}h‘
- fam dis trip every day is jus a long ting -. ' ‘W-:fis. <
PRSIl T

- dese man jus vexing my life




Issue: dialect imitation

« Certain features show unexpected regional patterns,
particularly when used in place names

e LETTER-backing, characteristic of Mancunian accents
e.g. Manchester [mantfestn]

e FOOT-STRUT split, characteristic of the South of
England

e.g. London [landan]

e |ssue in orthographic transparency, or just a form of
dialect imitation registered most strongly in place
names?

Example tweets:
- he's the biggest FOOL in Manchestoh

- apparently | sound like I'm from
saaaahf landan when drinRing




Interim summary

Caveats/considerations

 spelling != speech, but this does lend insight into issues of

salience, linguistic stereotypes and identity construction (Eckert
2000; Zhang 2005; Pharao et al. 2014)

- latitude/longitude of tweet origin != where that user was born
and raised

- small Ns = requires a huge dataset to conduct reliable analysis

Despite these issues the results here are promising: clear parallels
between written and spoken forms

« - similar process of dialect enregisterment (Agha 2005) seen In
other text genres



Future work

Complementary qualitative research digging into individual
tweets/users for a micro-analysis of dialect performance on
social media

Looking more closely at co-variation between different features

Comparing usage across different contexts: e.g. 'open audience’
vs ‘closed audience’ tweets

 Investigation of conditioning factors as a further parallel
petween written and spoken mediums (e.g. lexical frequency,
nart of speech effects)




Final conclusions

* There are still significant insights to be gained from dialectological
study today, particularly with new methods and approaches

e Advances in the field have:

1. opened up new ways of addressing long-standing questions
regarding regional variation and the diffusion of change

2. led to new Rinds of questions being asked, e.g. regarding dialect
projection on social media

e Our Dialects

 Traditional survey-based approach combined with online/crowd-
sourced mode of data collection and advanced geospatial statistics

« Twittalectology

* Novel approach to dialect writing through the study of geo-referenced
computer-mediated communication

o Final message: no we're not all speaking the same!



Thanks!

* to my co-authors on these projects: Laurel
MacKenzie, Danielle Turton, Andrea Nini,
Diansheng Guo and Jack Grieve

e to Marije Van Hattum for help with data
collection

* to the respondents of the Our Dialects
survey

e to the mFiL organisers

e toyou, for listening!

Explore the maps! - www.ourdialects.uk




